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Changes	
Lots	of	recent	changes	to	EU	trade	mark	law	
entered	into	force	
	
+ Change	of	name	of	trade	mark	and	office	
+ One	fee	per	class	
+ Change	to	interpreta'on	of	“class	heading”	
lis'ngs	
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Changes	
Three	main	areas	of	changes	as	of	1st	October	
2017	(transi'onal	provisions	apply)	
+ Need	for	“graphical	representa'on”	
abolished	–	mark	s'll	need	to	be	clear	and	
precise	

+ New	mul'media	marks	–	combina'on	of	
image	and	sound	

+ Cer'fica'on	marks	available	
+  Procedural	changes	
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Abolishing	of	the	“graphical	
representa'on”	rule	
	
	
+ Currently	need	for	mark	to	be	capable	
of	graphical	representa'on	

+ Will	be	abolished	
+ Not	so	relevant	for	certain	types	of	
mark	(word,	logo,	shape,	posi'on,	
paYern,	colour,	colour	combina'ons)	

+ More	relevant	for	sound,	mo'on,	
mul'media	and	hologram	marks	
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Abolishing	of	the	“graphical	
representa'on”	rule	
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“Tradi'onal”	depic'on	of	movement	marks	



Abolishing	of	the	“graphical	
representa'on”	rule	
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“Tradi'onal”	depic'on	of	sound	marks	



Abolishing	of	the	“graphical	
representa'on”	rule	
	
	

“Tradi'onal”	depic'on	of	hologram	marks	
	
	
	
	
	

©	Abel	&	Imray	



Cer'fica'on	marks	
+ Cer'fy	that	the	goods/services	associated	
with	the	cer'fica'on	mark	meet	certain	
standards	

	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	

	

©	Abel	&	Imray	



	Procedural	changes	
+ Not	much	of	general	interest	
– Advantageous	change	to	rules	and	regs	
rela'ng	to	pleadings	of	acquired	
dis'nc'veness		

–  Possibility	to	assign	EUTM	as	remedy	as	
alterna've	to	invalida'on	

– Need	to	claim	priority	when	file	EUTM	
applica'on	(cannot	add	later)	
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Ac'on	plans	
+  If	you	have	sound,	mo'on,	mul'media	or	
hologram	trade	mark,	should	now	be	easier	
to	secure	TM	protec'on	for	that	mark	

+ Na'onal	offices	(including	GB)	have	un'l	
Jan.	2019	to	implement	these	changes	into	
na'onal	law	

+  S'll	no	word	on	what	happens	to	GB	parts	
of	EU	registered	trade	marks	post	Brexit	
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